
 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back – Plotting Forward 
2019 has been a year of challenge and change for 

WWYC. We started the year with the severe and 

unusual winter storm last February. The result was 

substantial damage to the breakwater, loss of two 

boats and damage to boathouses and other structures. 

The personal impact has been departure of two well-

liked long-term member families. We are still 

working the options for long term breakwater 

replacement.  

This event also displayed the strength of the Club - 

the members and our regard for one another. There’s 

a statement in the Boathouse Connection Report 

something like: “Without the Breakwater, we don’t 

have a club.” Certainly, we recognize the critical 

importance of the breakwater to the Club. But the 

Club is not the facility or any of the structures. The 

Club is us - how we interact, care for each other and 

enjoy our time together, both on the water and off.  

The strength of our membership was amply displayed 

by the resourcefulness and hard work that re-instated 

the damaged breakwater to provide us with temporary 

protection. Many members were involved along the 

way, but significant credit goes to Randy Randall’s 

leadership and diligence to complete this before 

winter. I am confident we have done everything we 

could and are protected for winter.  

During the year, we welcomed Bill Lehr on board as 

our new Caretaker. Bill is doing a great job and is a 

real asset to us. I have not seen our facilities looking 

better than they do now! Bill is also great to interact 

with and I enjoy every conversation with him. 

We also experienced the resignation of Commodore 

Jacobson. Greg was challenged with work 

commitments and there are only so many hours in a 

day. We understand completely and look forward 

to enjoying Greg’s company when his schedule 

allows it.                                   Commodore Dave. 

 

Crossing the Bar 

Club Member Rob Wall, 54, a graduate of 

Brigham Young University and University of 

Idaho, who also served as an engineer in the US 

Air Force Reserves, passed away on Dec. 12, 

2019. Rob, along with his wife, Karen, was an 

active Walla Walla Yacht Club member who was 

dedicated to the upkeep of the club and learning to 

sail his Catalina 22. Karen will continue to remain 

a club member and learning how to sail their 

vessel. 

 

Crossing the Bar 
By Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

 

Sunset and evening star, 

And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 

When I put out to sea, 
 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 
 

Twilight and evening bell, 

And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell, 

When I embark; 
 

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place 

The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crost the bar. 
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Commodore Dave Pisarcik (2020) 
Vice Commodore Mike Neher (2020) 
Treasurer Ken Kuhlmann (2020) 
Secretary Linda Yoes (2020) 
Past Commodore Greg Jacobson (2019) 
Caretaker Bill Lehr 

Board Members John Hellstrom (2019-2020) 
Randy Randall (2019-2020) 
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WWYC Annual Awards 
The 2019 Walla Walla Yacht Club Annual Awards were announced in 

November at the 4th General Membership Meeting. 

PAYTON AWARD 

 The Payton Award for the member who made an outstanding contribution 

for the benefit of the members went to Mike Neher. Mike has ensured that 

our docks are in great shape (especially immediately after the February 

storm damage). Mike has also been willing to step in for urgent Club 

business: Examples include hosting the Corps Inspection of our facilities 

this fall and coordinating crews to winterize our water systems when the 

first fall freeze caught us by surprise. Thanks, Mike, for all you’ve done! 

And thank you to Karen for 

making him available!  

PETE’S MARINA AWARD 

The Pete’s Marina Award went to the Rod Persinger family. 

This award recognizes the family that has made extensive use 

of the Club facilities during the year. Rod and Shar are very 

frequently seen around the Club, always smiling and often 

helping out other members.                    Commodore Dave. 

 
Photo Captions: left, Mike Neher receives the Payton Award 

for the member who made an outstanding contribution for the 

benefit of other club members. Right, Rod and Shar Persinger 

receive the Pete’s Marina Award, which recognizes the family that has made extensive use of the Club 

facilities during the year.  

New Commodore for 2020 
At the November General Membership meeting, Club 

Treasurer Ken Kuhlman welcomed new Commodore Dave 

Pisarcik to his new post for the 2020 year to come. Dave 

has served as a Board Member, during which he oversaw 

upkeep of the  

As Vice Commodore, Dave was the lead for the long-range 

planning committee, boathouse inspections and other club 

duties. 

Dave owns and sails Cape Dories, and recently acquired another boat that he plans to launch in the near 

future. Dave is also spearheading the committee to research and obtain a new wave attenuator. 
 

November Storm Report 
During the Thanksgiving storm, cross-ties were lost on the Wheeler/Gable boathouse, the Wells’ boathouse, and 

the Wentland boathouse.  Several floats under the docks came loose, and floatation under Bob Neher’s boathouse 

was displaced. There was temporary bend in the breakwater. Randy Randall and crew spent about 25 hours 

relocating it. The cable holding it together is of high quality. Overall, the breakwater held through this storm. 



 

Dock Talk… 

RV/CAMPGROUND SURVEY 

The membership’s response was 80 percent 

favorable to charging a fee.  This discussion will be 

tabled until January or February 2020.  The first 

possible vote would be at March 2020 General 

Membership Meeting. 

BREAKWATER 

Randy Randall and crew have secured the west end 

of the 2 breakwater cables into a rock on shore.  The 

east end of the cables is attached to the remaining 

dolphin.  There are 1800-pound concrete anchors 

with 3/8-inch chain at various locations along the 

crane cable.  The breakwater will be monitored 

closely.   

DOCKS 

Mike Neher reported that the work parties 

completed stabilizing the guest dock and the finger 

between W-1 and W-2.  Dave Pisarcik recently 

purchased 250 feet of ½-inche 3-strand line to be 

held by caretaker Bill Lehr for emergency use only 

– not for use by the membership.  Mike will be 

installing cleats for the Nautilus’s use.   

GROUNDS 

It was agreed that the Grounds Crew Leader would 

pick up the chain-link fence offered by the Yoes’ to 

be installed near the fire pit/embankment.  Al also 

wants the membership to be aware that the grounds 

are not for their storage use. In other grounds related 

activity, Randy Randall has taken both the 

lawnmower and the gator in for servicing. 

CHRISTMAS DONATIONS NEEDED 

Donnie Speers is calling all hands-on deck to help 

deck the Clubhouse next Christmas. Needed are 

donation of decorations, especially table 

decorations. For more info, contact Donnie Speers. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Steve Tatro reported that the smaller lot, where jet 

ski trailers are parked, had gravel placed in 

December.  Thanks to Steve Walker for hauling 

gravel, compacting it and other help. 

CARETAKER CONTACT 

If you need to contact the caretaker, Bill Lehr, try 

him at the club phone, 509-547-4946 first.  Then try 

calling him on his cell at 509-593-9655. His email is 

sherod5226@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

Hot Ruddered Bum Day 
Saturday, Jan. 4 

Starts noon at the Fire Pit. 

 

Fire, hot chocolate, chili, rum mix, 

marshmallows, and fixings for hotdogs 

provided by the club. Please bring your  

own hotdogs + buns.  

(roasting sticks, if you have some) 
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DON’T MISS THIS!  

➢ February 28 – Last day to pay dues for the first half of 2020. 
➢ March 29 – 1st General Membership Meeting.  

 

WWYC CALENDAR – 2020 

 

Jan. 14 Board Meeting, 6:45 p.m., at the Clubhouse.   

Feb. 11 Board Meeting, 6:45 p.m., at the Clubhouse. 

Feb. 28 Last day to send your dues (if not received by then, you may be charged a $100 
reinstatement fee). 

Mar. 10 Board Meeting, 6:45 p.m., at the Clubhouse. 

Mar. 29 1st General Membership Meeting of 2020. 

 
 


